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The idea that in Uficole des Femmes the relations
between Arnolphe and Agnes were a reflection of
those of himself and Armande Bejart is absurd.
For one thing there is no evidence that his marriage
at that date was unhappy. For another, had it been
so, Moliere, with many malicious eyes upon him, would
never have given his enemies so gratuitous an opportunity
of gloating over him.

Nevertheless, though he avoided such a blunder,
he could not silence calumny as he had quelled adverse
criticism. Poisonous tongues and, loudest among them,
that of Montfleury of the Hotel de Bourgogne, whispered
that Armande was not the younger sister but the
daughter of Madeleine, and that Moliere, in marrying
her, had been guilty of the loathsome vice of incest.
The king did his best to disprove the rumour by
standing god-father to Moliere's child, but the ugly
story persisted. Even now, it is not possible to disprove
it beyond all doubt. It is just conceivable that Armande
was an illegitimate daughter of Madeleine by a certain
Chevalier de Modene. It is far more likely that she
was her sister. In any case she was no child of
Moliere's. The unhappiness of the union, however,
is undeniable. There is no reliable proof that Armande
was guilty of actual infidelity. But she was young, more
than twenty years junior to her husband, and her
temperament was utterly different from that of Moliere,
le contemplateur,

They drifted further and further apart and, though
there was a reconciliation before his death, for long
the two met only in the theatre and the necessity of
rehearsing and acting love scenes with her must have
been inexpressibly painful to him.

He had other causes for anxiety as well. Moliere
was no fanatic and he recognised his dependence on
public good will. He mocked at the ignorance, pom-
posity and arrogance of doctors with impunity, because